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Author and subject: Litton and Jerry Ray at their meeting in Chicago 


In April 1968. when Martin 
Luther King was gunned down, 
Iree-lance writer Jeff Cohen was 
playing basketball in high school. 

David Lifton. an engineer-turned- 
flamparfs-writer, was beginning work 
on his book on the Kennedy 
assassination. Neither thought, on 
hearing the news, that nine years 
later ne would be trying to untangle 
the murder. 

Lifton, who had worked on the 
film Executive Action, first got 
interested in the theory presented on 
page 21 while working on background 
research tor a film on King. 'Td put 
different clips and information into 
name files. One was 'Raoul,* another 
was a file on all the references to Ray’s 
brother. Jerry. One day, it just hit me. A 
Eureka experience. The correlation 
was just so impressive.” About the 
same time. Cohen was covering Ray's 
evidentiary hearing in Memphis, where, 
as it happened, he bumped into Jerry 
Ray. “I asked him about what he 
thought of the way William Bradford 
Huie had handled the book on his 
brother's case, changing the title from 
They Slew the Dreamer' to ’He Slew 
the Dreamer.' Jerry replied. The only 
dreamer was Huie.' I had no idea then 
that he’d be so important to the case.*’ 

When the two handed in their 
story to New Times, Robert Sam 
Anson, who was helping edit the piece, 
suggested that Lifton try to interview 
Jerry Ray. Lifton wasn't particularly 
hapoy. but he arranged the meeting in 
Chicago: ”1 had heard so much about 
Jerry being a raw racist. I was pretty 
nervous " To his surprise. Jerry in 
person was not nearly as sinister as the 
man David had imagined from the 


clips. In fact, he was genuinely funny, 
and had Lifton in hysterics with his 
anecdotes about some of the 
assassination critics he knew. But there 
were still the facts. "Like a doctor, you 
just have to follow what's on the X-ray, 
which, in this case, means the 
evidence." Lifton still thinks 
that both brothers were framed "I find 
it hard to believe Jerry could be the 
mastermind behind anything " Both he 
and Jeff think that the case can be 
solved, but there is a long way to go — a 
fact underlined by the words of a senior 
official at the Justice Department After 
hearing some of the evidence on Raoul, 
he said. "I suppose it should have been 
obvious. This is the first that it occurred 
to me. My concern was always with 
outside forces. What you're saying is 
that there may have been [outside 
forces],but it may have been through a 
very convenient cover which is 
Jerry. I hope that was investigated, 
but it it wasn't it should be." 

Well, it wasn’t. But it very well 
may be. Lifton was asked to appear 
before members of the House 
investigation Committee to present the 
information. 

If the evidence does lead the 
committee to new information, it will not 
surprise Stanley Pottinger. assistant 
attorney general in charge of civil 
rights: "I think that, whether it's 
Watergate or these assassinations, 
good investigative reporting may well 
be the only way that the truth is known." 

\ George A, 


Hirsch 
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